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Alexander remembered his friendship with the
Romanofs. Before answering the ultimatum he sent
a telegram to the Tsar, Nicholas II. He said he was
willing to make an investigation and to punish any
Serbian subjects found to have had any part in the
Sarajevo crime. But he pointed out that the demands
Austria made were so humiliating that no self-respecting
state could submit to them all. Only forty-eight hours
were allowed for an answer and the Austrian forces were
already concentrating on the frontier. He told the
Tsar he would do what Russia advised, and begged him
to take the kingdom of Serbia under his protection.

The Tsar replied at once that his only desire was to
avoid bloodshed. He said he would use every effort
to calm the Austrians and avert war. He advised
Alexander to do everything in his power to make his,
the Tsar's, task easier, everything compatible with
Serbia's honour. The Tsar would work for peace to
the last. But if, in spite of his most sincere wishes, he
did not succeed, the Tsar assured the Regent that he
would not remain indifferent to the fate of Serbia.

But the Austrians would not be mollified by Serbian
humility. Serbia must drink the hemlock cup. The
ambassador was withdrawn; the order for invasion was
given.

Nicholas II prematurely ordered the Russian mobili-
zation, prematurely because the Serbs soon showed that
without interference or aid they could defeat the armies
of Austria-Hungary. A terrible surprise was in store
for the bullies of Vienna and Budapest, The Serbs
were less prepared for war but they were tried. They
were nationally homogeneous and not a horde of
rebellious races. Their troops were braver, their officers
superior in intelligence. But no one knew that in
advance. It seemed a foregone conclusion that Austria
would overrun little Serbia with the greatest ease and
exact the maximum penalty, probably annexing the
country. The Russians were concerned. The Tsar